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Preface to the Second Edition

The articles published in the First Edition of this book, with the help
of the events that occurred since that time, have changed the view of
religion as it existed in much of the world.

This edition includes additions and updates to the articles published
in year 2004, and a new part dealing with human behaviour.

Truth and Justice Publications Ltd, November 2007






Preface to the First Edition

The realization that the people in today’s world need moral direction has
been expressed from time to time even in the 20th Century. Churchill
spoke about a “religion of common sense”, John Major was calling
“back to basics”. The need has been obvious — crime, immorality of
every kind, dishonesty and corruption in government — the problems
politicians keep talking about but fail to solve.

In the 21st century the issue of morality has not disappeared. Any
government has to deal with moral issues to justify its actions and to
seek to regulate behaviour of the people within its area of governance.
And each private individual has his own ideas of right and wrong which
he uses to justify his own actions and to regulate his relationship with
other people.

For millenia the source of social morality has been god-based re-
ligions, which were based on the assumption that the right and wrong
are determined by one or more entities external to the Human Race,
called “gods”. The most influential of such god-based religions today
are Christianity and Islam. While many people see Christianity and Is-
lam as rival religions and even talk about a “clash of civilizations”, a
closer look at these two religions reveals that they are but variations of
another religion — Judaism.

In the 20th century the influence of god-based religions has dimin-
ished, and has been replaced with godless religions, or ideologies, such
as the various nationalisms and socialisms. Communism, National So-
cialism, various Democratic and Christian Socialisms, Zionism, Arab
Socialism, and the modern Americanism (extreme American national-
ism of George Bush) are all examples of ideologies, or godless reli-
gions. These godless religions (or ideologies) are based on the assump-



tion that the proponents of such ideologies can determine what is righ
and what is wrong as it suits themselves, and that those who follow
these ideologies are “good”, while their opponents are “evil”. Thus, ac-
cording to George Bush all good actions are “American”, while all bad
actions are “un-American”, and “American” is used as a synonym of
“good”, while “un-American” as a synonym of “bad”.

While most god-based religions are loosing their role as sources o
morality and are giving way to political ideologies and “pop-culture”,
one religion that became the focus of public attention at the start of the
21st century is Islam. Islam has come to be used as a rallying banne
against Americanism, Westernization, Democratization, both as ideolo-:
gies and as attempts to spread American military and economic influ-
ence. The Americanists, Westernists and Democratists, on their par
use Islam (or “Islamism”) as a symbol of “Evil” to justify their attempts
to establish military and economic influence around the world. This
conflict has found its expression in the current War on Terror.

This book examines from prime principles the 3 Abrahamic reli-
gions at the centre of this orgy of violence as well as the relationships
between religion, morality, politics and government and seeks to dispell
some common myths about religion in general and Islam in particular
in the context of the current confusion and violence.

Truth and Justice Publications Ltd, May 2004
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Chapter 7

Religion, Morality, Fearr,
Understanding and Modern
Secularism

Date of first publication: 2002-12—-26
UNRAVELLING THE CONFUSION ABOUT MORALITY AND RELIGION.

There is much confusion today about morality and religion. To unravel
this confusion we shall look at the roots of this confusion.

Imagine a woman walking in the street holding a child by her hand.
The street is a busy road in the middle of a city. Suddenly, the child
sees a shop on the other side of the street and starts pulling his mother’s
hand to cross the road.

“Don’t run!”, says the mother, “You will get run over by a car.”

But the child pays no attention to her warnings.

“Stay quiet!”, says the mother, “You'll get killed by a car.”

But her words have no effect. The child keeps pulling his hand out
of hers trying to break out and cross the road.

The struggle continues for some time. Then the mother sees a man
with a big sack across his shoulder walking along the opposite side of
the road.
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“Look at that man with the sack on his back”, says the mother to the
child. The child looks at the man with the sack.

“If you run across the road, the man will catch you and put you in
his sack”, says the mother

The child looks at the man with the sack, than at the mother. He
stops pulling her hand and quietly walks by his mother’s side.

The mother is happy — her child is safe.

We shall now use this simple story to understand some fundamenta
truths about Human Nature, which underlie the problems of the 21st
century.

The first question is: “Did the mother tell the child the truth?”

Of course, taken literally, her statement about the man catching the
child and putting him in his sack was obviously false. The man would
not have done such thing.

But, seen in the context, what was the mother trying to tell the child?

She was trying to tell him that it is dangerous to cross the road.

Her attempts to communicate this message to the child by telling
him that he could be killed by a car, which was true, did not impress the
child, because the child’s power of understanding was not sufficient to
understand the meaning of her words. She only succeeded inimpressir
upon the child the danger of crossing the road by illustrating to him this
danger in a way which was at the level of his understanding.

It is also important to note that the purpose of her story was to pro-
tect the child, not to take advantage of the limitations of his understand-
ing.

At that time in the child’s life this way of impressing upon the child
the danger of crossing the road was effective and beneficial to the child
But what happens later, when the child grows up?

There is no single answer to that question. There are a number o
possibilities, and they depend on the personality of the child:

1. The child will grow up and learn to understand why it was danger-
ous to cross the road and why his mother had to illustrate this by
telling him the man-and-sack story. He will say, “My mother was
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a clever woman. She knew to explain to me the danger of cross-
ing the road in a way that | could understand at the time when |
was a small child. She saved my life”.

2. The child is not very clever. He continues to believe in the man-
and-sack story, and this belief continues to protect him from dan-
ger throughout his life.

3. As the child grows up he understands that the man-and-sack story
told to him by his mother is not true, but he fails to understand
why the mother told him this story. “My mother lied to me!”, he
exclaims in anger and triumphant defiance. “Any fool can under-
stand that the man would not catch me and put me in his sack!
Nothing will happen to me, if | run across the road!”. He runs
across the road, is hit by a car, and spends the rest of his life in a
wheel chair.

4. As the child grows up he understands that the man-and-sack story
told to him by his mother is not true. He is also sufficiently intelli-
gent to understand the danger of crossing the road. But the moral
he draws from the man-and-sack story is as follows: “My mother
lied to me, and | believed her because at the time | was not clever
enough. There are plenty of stupid people around in this world.
So, if | tell them clever lies, | shall be able to take advantage of
them, and this will bring me fame and power”. So he becomes a
politician and in a short time becomes the ruler over his country
and even succeeds to subject other countries to his rule. But one
day the people whom he cheated and manipulated rebel against
him, his supporters abandon him, his palace is ransacked by the
angry crowd, and he is dragged out into the square and torn to
pieces by the same people who used to worship him like a god.

So, how does this man-and-sack story help us understand the problems
of today’s world?

The child who blindly believes in the man-and-sack story is those
people who blindly follow the teachings of religion, because this is what
they were taught to believe. This blind following of religion helps them
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to protect themselves and others from harmful activities. But they can-
not explain to others the benefits of their religion, except saying this is
what my religion tells me to do, and this is why | am doing it. When
others challenge the validity of their religious beliefs, they feel inse-
cure and defensive, but are powerless to refute the challengers’ argt
ments. Their lack of understanding of their religion can also lead them
to misapplication of the religious teachings in complex situations. Such
people can also have difficulty in passing on the morality of their blind
beliefs to their children, if their children happen to be too intelligent to
believe the man-and-sack story, but not intelligent enough to understan:
its message. They can also fall pray to wayward religious leaders whc
will lead them to their destruction.

The child who rejects the man-and-sack story, but fails to understanc
its message is those modern secularists who, having rejected the more
ity of religion, have embraced the morality of their own ignorance, ar-
rogance and wishful thinking. Because of lack of moral principles, such
people often commit acts which are harmful to themselves and others.

The child who becomes a politician is the fraudulent political lead-
ers who succeed to deceive their followers for a time, but then are ex:
posed and discarded. Human history is full of such examples: Hitler,
Ceausescu, Milosevic are some of the recent examples.

And the child who grows up to understand the meaning of the man-
and-sack message is those who accept the fundamental truths, which ti
prophets of Mankind taught the people, not through fear, but through
understanding. Understanding of the fundamental principles of moral-
ity enables such people to apply these principles in complex situations
to refute any attacks on these principles and to explain these principle
to others.

The Prophets of Mankind called upon the people to fear God for the
people’s own safety and well-being, because few people in those time:
were capable of understanding the truths taught by the Prophets. Bt
they also called upon people to understand the consequences of the
behaviour. The Qur'anrepeatedly asks the questions: “Will you not
understand?” or “Will they not understand?”, while acknowledging that
the majority of people will not understand until they are faced with the

1See URLhttp://www.al-quran.org.uk/
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disastrous consequences of their own action.

Now, that the world has shrunk to a small village, and the ability of
Man to wreak destruction has no limits, we are coming to times when
Mankind will have no choice but to rediscover the fundamental truths
of Human Morality if not through fear, then through understanding.
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